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Thesis: If minds supervene on the intrinsic physical properties of things such as brains, then typical human 

brains host many minds at once.  

1. PRELIMINARIES 
I assume a principle of mind-body supervenience. 

 MBS: The phenomenal properties instantiated by a physical 

thing supervene on its intrinsic physical properties.1 

Human conscious experience often (even regularly) survives the loss of 

neural tissue. 

 PCD, Stroke, and TBI 

An extreme case is hemisphere disconnection. 

 Anatomical Hemispherectomy 

 Functional Hemispherectomy 

 

2. THE ARGUMENT FROM HEMISPHERE DISCONNECTION 

Roughly… 
Sometimes, there is something it’s like to lose a brain hemisphere—a detachment experience. But this 

detachment experience requires experiencing interaction with that hemisphere and experiencing 

subsequent lack of interaction with that hemisphere. Experiencing interaction with that hemisphere 

supervenes on the intrinsic properties of some part of the brain that will survive the hemispherectomy—

the other hemisphere or some proper part of it. After all, any part that includes any part of the hemisphere 

to be lost is not interacting with it and is not a thing that will lose it. Thus, the healthy hemisphere due to 

survive (or some proper part of it) is, prior to the hemispherectomy, the supervenience base of the 

experience of interacting with the other hemisphere. And therefore, the healthy hemisphere due to 

survive (or some proper part of it) has experience prior to the hemispherectomy.

                                                           
1 The supervenience relation I am using is weak individual supervenience: A-properties weakly supervene on B-properties 
if and only if for any possible world w and any individuals x and y in w, if x and y are B-indiscernible in w, then they are 
A-indiscernible in w. I take the term ‘phenomenal’ to rule out mental properties about which one can reasonably be an 
externalist. 



More Explicitly… 

1. In some cases, there is something it is like to have a brain hemisphere detached—a detachment 

experience. 

2. Experiencing detachment from a brain hemisphere requires having experienced interaction with 

that hemisphere and experiencing subsequent lack of interaction with that hemisphere.  

3. Experiencing interaction with that hemisphere supervenes on the intrinsic properties of some 

part of the brain that will survive the hemispherectomy—the other hemisphere or some proper 

part of it. 

4. Thus, that other hemisphere or some proper part of it has experience before (and after) the 

hemispherectomy. 

In addition to the “whole mind”, there is the “left mind” and the “right mind”. Moreover, there are many, 

many other minds. Each is associated with some region of the brain that could experience the loss of the 

rest. (This does not entail that any set of neurons is associated with its own mind.) 

Premise 1: The Existence of Such Experiences 
To the extent to which we can determine the presence of consciousness through science, medical 

practice, and common sense, we have no reason to doubt Premise 1.  

Premise 2: Experiencing Detachment of a Hemisphere 
This experience spans time, consisting of an experience of being attached to some x, followed by an 

experience of no longer being attached to x. A detachment experience does not require that the moment 

of detachment be consciously experienced. (Example: Losing one’s wallet.) 

Experiencing the detachment from x involves not something’s losing a proper mereological part of itself, 

but its detaching from a complement which was once attached and interacting but later is not. 

One’s having a detachment experience, as I use the term here, does not require that one knows one had 

it. (Example: Russell’s 5-minute-old universe.) 

Premise 3: Supervenience and Causal Interaction 
The experience of interacting with x must supervene on the intrinsic physical properties of something that 

does not overlap x. Thus, each brain hemisphere of a healthy intact brain instantiates the experience of 

interacting with the other hemisphere. This does not mean that we can normally report on what it is like 

for one hemisphere to interact with the other. (Recall: We have all lost neurons, but this doesn’t mean 

that prior to the loss, we can report on what it is like for the large majority of the brain to interact with 

those neurons.) 

3. ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS 
Of course, hemisphere disconnection is a desperate measure taken only when the whole brain is severely 

impaired. However, this does not mean that the hemisphere to be disconnected is not conscious. Thus, 

the death of a hemisphere is potentially the death of an independently conscious entity, and the isolation 

of a hemisphere is potentially the isolation of an independently conscious entity. Hemisphere 

disconnection provides new insight into the old question: When is it morally permissible to sacrifice one 

for another? 


